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part free and part political slave. This it has become 
through the action of men sworn to support and abide 
by the Constitution, and through an interpretation 
of the Constitution by a court which has no existence 
except under the Constitution ! There is in political 
history no parallel to this in the way of national 
confusion. 

Those who support the position of the majority of 
the court say that this is just what they want, — a 
free hand to do as the nation pleases abroad in its 
aggressions and dominations — taking our share in 
the redemption of the uncivilized world, they call it — 
without any restraints whatever from the Constitu- 
tion, which we had all supposed embodied the 
fundamental principles of the national life. Yet 
these good " patriots " are anxious to save appear- 
ances and shield themselves under the cover of the 
Constitution and the court which it provides, and are 
offended to have what they are doing called by its 
real name. How does this system differ in principle 
from that of the Romans, who had a fine system of 
liberty and organized justice for themselves, while 
they ruled the peoples whom they subdued with an 
iron-handed tyranny? 

The spirit of militarism, commercial greed, con- 
quest and imperialism, which has brought about this 
deplorable transformation, will be greatly stimulated 
by the decision of the Supreme Court. This spirit 
has been hallowed by the consecrating act of the 
highest tribunal in the land, as slavery was half a 
century ago. It will henceforth feel itself free and 
bold to do whatever its lust of trade, power and ter- 
ritorial aggrandizement shall dictate. It will cry 
traitor with new vigor of lungs against all those who 
dare to question its proceedings. It will easily find 
or make pretexts for new annexations by force at the 
first favorable moment. It will involve us if possi- 
ble in new wars. It will insist on the government's 
constructing and owning the Nicaragua canal, even 
if treaties have to be openly repudiated, and if, in 
order to accomplish its purpose, the whole of Nicara- 
gua shall have to be annexed by force. The public 
men of this spirit are already talking of the canal as 
the " extension of our coast line." This spirit will 
take its delight in .nagging foreign peoples, and will 
seek rather than try to avoid foreign entanglements. 
It will push by every device the extension of our 
military and naval establishments. 

It is in this direction that the seriousness of the 
Supreme Court's decision lies. The manner in 
which it affects the destiny of the territories already 
annexed by conquest is grave enough; but vastly 
more serious is the encouragement and strength 
which it gives to the lustful, militaristic, un-Ameri- 
can spirit which has seized the nation like a sudden 
madness and already carried it so far astray. But 
false interpretations of the Constitution in the past 
have been reversed, and we believe that this one will 



be in time. The nation cannot exist half republic 
and half empire any more than it could have existed 
half slave and half free. The people will by and by 
come to the consciousness that they have been mis- 
erably fooled by political chicanery, and when they 
finally speak in the spirit of true democracy, as they 
will, the President, Congress and the Supreme Court 
will all hear and heed. It is said that Congress un- 
der pressure of public opinion can be trusted to give 
the right kind of institutions to the dependent peoples. 
But if the pressure of public opinion can do this, it 
can do something infinitely more important: it can 
make it impossible for Congress to keep them in 
vassalage and give than anything but fundamental 
political rights of American citizens. 

The Lake Mohonk Arbitration Confer= 
ence. 

The development of the International Arbitration 
Conference held annually by Albert K. Smiley at Lake 
Mohonk, N. Y., is a remarkable proof of the growing 
public interest in the cause of peace between the 
nations, and in the adoption of every practicable 
means of doing away with war. The first of these 
conferences was held six years ago. Mr. Smiley be- 
gan them in the same large-hearted and public-spirited 
way that had characterized the Indian conferences 
held for many years previously and still held annually 
at his Mountain House. 

He began them, however, in a very tentative man- 
ner. He was not sure that the time was altogether 
ripe for such a movement. The first year he was 
able to get together but fifty-six men and women. 
The spirit in which they came together was not alto- 
gether reassuring. They were full of praise of the 
noble spirit and generosity of their host, and did their 
best to think highly of the enterprise ; but only a 
few of them who had given special thought to the 
subject believed that anything of importance could 
be accomplished in the near future. Many of them 
were ignorant of even the first principles of the sub- 
ject. Of the history of arbitration the past century 
they knew almost nothing. They talked, some of the 
ablest of them, in most charming generalities and 
sentimental phrases, and took extraordinary pains not 
to commit themselves to much of anything. 

But the Conference was a success beyond expecta- 
tions, and Mr. Smiley decided to hold another. So 
he has continued to do every year since, and the 
development of the work and the general progress of 
events have proved that he began too late rather than 
too soon. 

At the Conference this year, the seventh in the 
series, one hundred and seventy-six invited members 
were present, more than three times as many as came 
in 1895. The attendance .from among the regular 
guests of the house was also unusually large, and the 
attention shown by them most impressive. 
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The Conference was as remarkable in character as 
in size. We have rarely seen in any gathering so 
large a proportion of able men and women from so 
many spheres in life. The material for speaking was 
so abundant that the attempt to utilize as much of it 
as possible actually did damage to the character of 
the discussions, rendering a number of the speeches 
incomplete and unsatisfactory. The business com- 
mittee ought not to repeat this mistake another year. 

The interest manifested in the proceedings was 
deep and sustained throughout, reaching a remarkable 
climax the last evening. It centered, too, about the 
subject rather than about the glories of Mohonk, which 
were somewhat put into the background this year by 
the incessant rains. Indeed, the interest was so 
strong at times and the wish to push on the work 
fast so powerful that it took about all of Mr. Smiley's 
skill, master of driving as he is, to keep the reins in 
his hands and prevent the Conference from running 
down the mountain side and off into other parts. 

There was also a tone of triumph and confidence 
in the discussions not heard much in the earlier meet- 
ings. This arose from the incredibly rapid progress 
of the arbitration movement since the Conference first 
met in 1895. There were, to be sure, a few "inno- 
cents " in the gathering who talked generalities, said 
but little that bore upon the subject of arbitration, 
and even showed, in cases, some alarm that the cause 
was gaining so rapidly. But the rambling and some- 
what uncertain speech of a few did not interfere with 
the general spirit and strength of the Conference as a 
whole. 

The subject which received the chief attention in 
the deliberations was the importance of bringing the 
Hague Court of Arbitration into operation at the 
earliest possible moment. Disarmament, the history 
of arbitration, industrial arbitration, the relations of 
commerce to peace, and kindred topics, received 
serious consideration, and. called out some interesting 
and instructive speeches. But the emphasis of the 
occasion was upon the one topic, the necessity of put- 
ting the Hague Court to work at once. Various 
speakers laid stress upon this, and it was the leading 
topic put into the final declaration of the Conference, 
which we give in full below. 

The opinion was uttered that the United States 
and Great Britain, which had taken such a conspicu- 
ous part in preparing the way for and creating the 
court, owed it to themselves to be the first if pos- 
sible to use it, even if the cases already referred to 
the United States-Canadian Joint High Commission 
had to be turned over to the court, a very proper 
course to take, as the Commission had come to a dead- 
lock. One speaker made the wise suggestion that the 
question of the inviolability of treaties involved in 
the Clayton-Bulwer convention — a most pressing 
and serious matter — was a very fitting case with 
which the new court might begin its career. 



A committee of the Conference will lay its declar- 
ation before the President of the United States, and 
do what may be found wise and practicable to secure 
early action by the government in the matter of bring- 
ing cases before the court, and of negotiating treaties 
with other nations for the obligatory reference to it 
of controversies which may hereafter arise. 

The seventh Mohonk Conference will, we are sure, 
prove one of the most fruitful in the whole series. 
It Was presided over by Hon. J. H. Stiness, chief 
justice of Rhode Island, a man of distinguished ability 
and great public usefulness, able to " rule well " a 
peace meeting. Dr. E. E. Hale was there, interested 
and enthusiastic as a young man of twenty-five. 
There were many prominent clergymen of different 
denominations, from many cities and towns, teaching 
or learning the ways of peace ; editors of a number 
of the foremost religious weeklies, taking notes and 
preparing to give their readers some pacific ideas ; 
bankers, railroad men and men of commerce, convinced 
that the world of business imperiously demands peace ; 
lawyers we do not know how many, moving most of 
them in the advance guard of arbitration ; college 
presidents, professors and teachers, some in profound 
sympathy with the new enlarged ideas of human 
brotherhood and some less so ; military and naval 
men, pacifically warlike, hearing "strange things" 
and going away with new conflicts in their heads ; 
devout and honorable women, " not a few," who did 
not say, or were not asked to say, as much as they 
ought to have said. 

The Mohonk Conference is a veritable microcosm, 
an epitome of the great world, and we are inclined to 
believe that the mutual respect and courtesy, the 
goodwill and peace, that prevail in it are prophetic of 
the spirit of friendliness and peace which are by and 
by, perhaps earlier than many think, to master the 
world and make war henceforth impossible. 

Mr. and Mrs. Smiley — and Mr. and Mrs. Daniel 
Smiley, the Prime Ministers of Mohonk — again won 
by their unbounded hospitality and kindness, the 
hearts of all their arbitration guests, and made them 
all wish when leaving that the Conference lasted all 
summer. 



Platform of the Seventh Lake Mo- 
honk Arbitration Conference. 

" The Seventh Annual Conference on International 
Arbitration in session at Lake Mohonk extends its 
congratulations to all who are working for the cause 
in behalf of which the Conference has been called. 
There is encouragement to be derived from recent 
events and from the present state of the world. No 
war between great and highly civilized powers has 
occurred within thirty years. During that period 
more than a hundred disputes between nations have 
been submitted to arbitration, and in no case has any 



